There is some truth in the author's statement that the importance of the oral cavity as an indicator of the general health of an individual has not been sufficiently appreciated. Too often the physician's examination consists in a cursoiy glance at the tongue or the tonsils and the dentist's activities are confined to mechanical operations only, yet_ a careful examination can throw much light on the patient's general condition. In this respect the dentist has a unique opportunity to recognize the earliest signs of many diseases and can co-operate with the physician to the great benefit of the patients, though he need not concern about treatment except in so far as it depends on dental care.
This book which is primarily meant for dentists is designed to encourage this sort of co-operation. It discusses the oral aspects of various systemic diseases THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE [March, 1947 and also the remote effects due to infection, or other conditions in the mouth. The ajtiology, diagnosis and treatment are described in various sections of the book, but we cannot understand why typhus fever, botulism and tetanus have been included under gastro-intestinal diseases. Though practical, the book is a little too comprehensive and in our view those diseases which have doubtful dental implications might have been excluded. There is a chapter on focal infection and many will agree with the author's conclusions. Other chapters deal with laboratory procedures, hazards of dental practice and oral aspects of aviation medicine. The book is profusely illustrated, and there is a coloured atlas of lesions commonly encountered in daily practice, followed by a diagnostic index. Dentists will find it interesting and instructive.
